
 

 

 

Hi, My Name is… 

H i! I’m the “new guy”. My name is Bob and as you probably already know, I’m 

the new minister here at First Congregational Church of Wayne. It’s been a busy 

few months for my wife Michelle and I, but it finally feels like 

we’re getting settled and becoming connected to our new com-

munity. Over the past few years, our journey has taken us across 

the country and back to our home state of Michigan. We are be-

yond thankful to God for His provision, His direction and His 

perfect timing in bringing us to the place that we know we are 

supposed to be. This is HOME. And you are our new family. 

 

E ven before our arrival, we have experienced a welcoming love 

and acceptance from this congregation and the leadership team. 

Our transition has been made much smoother because of the 

compassion and care that we have been shown from everyone. 

And you should feel good about that. It shows that you have em-

braced a culture of generosity and that you are part of a legacy of 

Christian love and service that dates back to the infancy of our 

state and region. This group of believers has remained committed 

to not just the Congregational Way, but also to the call of all be-

lievers around the world in the Great Commission. This church 

remains a beacon of hope and grace and renewal in a world that 

remains in desperate need of these things. Our job is still vital and 
our purpose continues to be clear: to Love God, to Love People 

and to Serve Both. We are honored to serve alongside each of 

you and we can’t wait to see what God will do in this next chap-

ter of our lives. 

 

G ood things are coming. God is going to do wonderful things 

through all of us and lives will be changed because of His love. Because Luke 4:18-

19 is still true and applicable to us: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has 

anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that 

captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set 

free, and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come.” (NLT) 

 

L et’s get to work. We’ve got good stuff to do.                           -Rev. Bob 
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The Board of Chris-
tian Education has 
been working on 
the four second 
floor classrooms 
during the summer 
months. We are 

sorting, cleaning and organizing 
all cupboards and disposing of 
outdated materials and old sup-
plies. The church School Office 
on the main floor is also being 
reorganized to store supplies 
and curriculum. Anyone inter-

ested in assisting with this pro-
ject, please see Darlene    
Hawley. 
 
We are also planning for our 
Welcome Back Sunday pro-
gram on September 11. We 
will have a picnic outside with 
games and activities and a 
Bounce House for children. Hot 
dogs, chips, coffee and ice 
cream sundaes will be served. 
This is an excellent opportunity 
to socialize with your church 

 Care and Share for Sep-

tember goes to the Hope 

Clinic. The clinic is located 

on Palmer Rd. across from 

Adams Middle School, and 

provides compassionate 

and practical help to those 

in need. They offer medi-

cal and dental care to the 

uninsured, plus a variety of 

social services to minister 

to the whole person. 

Hope Clinic is an interde-

The clinic always welcomes 

help so please consider do-

nating to Hope Clinic for 

the Care and Share for Sep-

tember. 

 

Thanks you, 

Christian Service  

Committee 

Board of Christian Education 

Christian Service Committee-September Care & Share 

                                 

Report from the meet-
ing of August 9, 2022 
 
⚫ Accepted the 
minutes from the July 
meeting 
 Reviewed financial 
statements. 
 Working on bids for 
the air conditioner. 
⚫ Approved Christian 
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Service collection for 
the Kentucky Foods. 
⚫ Discussed having 
vendors at the church 
fair. 
 
Submitted, 
Mary Ann Ellis,  
Secretary 

 

“God  
is a busy  
worker, 

But he loves 
help.” 

 
-Basque proverb 

 Board of Trustees  

 

friends, meet some new 
members and meet our new 
minister, Rev. Bob Cooper 
and his wife, Michelle. 
Please plan to join us. 
 

Darlene Hawley 
Board of Christian Educa-
tion Chairman 
 
              See opposite page... 
 
 
 
 

 nominational/Christian 

organization which was 

founded 30 years ago by 

Dr. Dan Hefferman as an 

expression of his Chris-

tian faith. Dr. Dan started 

with a Saturday morning 

clinic in borrowed space 

to serve those without 

medical insurance and 

from there Hope has 

grown into what it is to-

day. 



 

 

The Deacons will begin 
meeting on the second Sun-
day of every month following 
church services. Please feel 
free to join us at any meeting 
and see what we are all 
about! 
We thank all those who vol-
unteer to host coffee hours. 
This is a special time for 
many in our congregation to 
socialize with their church 
family and catch up on 
events. Please consider 
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Board of Deacons                                                               
signing up for a Sunday! A 
deacon will be happy to as-
sist you for your first coffee 
hour; setting up, making cof-
fee, serving, etc. The Dea-
cons provide the coffee, the 
cups, juice, napkins, tea, 
sugar. You provide the 
cream and any treats you 
wish to share. Please sign up 
in the narthex or call Laurie 
Cole at 734-776-6764. 
The Deacons were asked to 
address the applauding of 
music during the service. Our 

1 Missy Pool 

1 Patricia Cantrell 

2 Angela Cossey 

3 Terry Shenk 

5 Gravette Grant 

6 Veronica Hoops 

10 Kathy Cardy 

10 Raegan Cossey 

11 Liz May 

12 Shannon Clarke 

12 Jim Harlow 

13 Judy Smith 

14 Jamie Husted 

15 Michelle Good 

17 Kevin Barber 

18 Bev Woodard 

22 Dortha LeSuer 

22 Marshall Barber 

23 Jon Birchard 

23 Larry Shields 

24 Dontai Clark 

25 Sherrye Bailey 

25 Samantha Sakovich 

28 Melissa Webster 

29 Chris Long 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

September Birthdays 
Therefore, my beloved,  

be steadfast, immovable,  

always abounding in  

the work of  the  

Lord,  

knowing that in the  

Lord  

your labor is not in vain. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

For nothing 
will be  

impossible 
with  

God! 
 

Luke 1:37 

 
 
 

         

    September 11, 2022 
 

     Meet Our New Minister 
        Picnic After Church 
     Socialize With Friends 

      Hot dogs/Ice Cream Sundaes/ Coffee 
Games For All 

      Bounce House For Children 

worship music is a mean-
ingful part of our service, 
and when we clap, the 
reverence of the service 
is compromised. We ask 
that you refrain from ap-
plauding the adult musi-
cians. Clapping for the 
children and students will 
show support for them 
and will be appreciated. 
 
 
 



 

 

Women’s Fellowship 
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Looking ahead: The Fall rum-
mage sale will 
be Septem-
ber 29, 30,        
October 1. 
 
 
 
 
Church Fair 
Mark your calendar! Plans are under-
way for the 75th Annual Church Fair. 
The fair will take place on Friday, No-
vember 4, 9:00 am-7:00 pm and Sat-
urday, November 5, 9:00 am-3:00 
pm.  
 
We had a great and productive meet-
ing on August 17 and have come up 
with our game plan for this year’s 
fair. Thank you to all who were able 
to attend and contribute to the meet-
ing. 

Church Fair Booths “Old Fashion Country Fair”                   

Candy Booth 
We are not going to have any candy workshops 
this year. We are asking that everyone make 
their candy at  home. Fudge can be made 
ahead and frozen. If you do not have space in  
your freezer, you can bring it to the church. If 
you would like to make any other confections, 
that would be greatly appreciated. If you need 
any recipes, we can provide that for you. 
 
The Country Store and Kitchen 
Calling all bakers! We would appreciate some 
of your delicious cakes, cookies, pies and 
anythng else you would like to bake. We would 
also appreciate donations of homemade jams 
and jellies. Please bring  your goods in by 
Novemnber 4. Because we will not have a 
cafeteria this year, we’ve expanded the Country 
Store to include prepared foods by the pint and 
quart. We will have soups, sloppy joes, squash 
and more!  
 
 

Publicity  has already started 
and will continue throughout Oc-
tober. The tried-and-true tradi-
tions of our homemade candy 
booth, quilt raffle, attic treasures, 
our boutique and country store, 
along with specialties and the  
kid’s shop will continue to be 
featured. New this year is the 
presence of outside vendors and 
their homemade crafts along 
with the time honored crafts cre-
ated by our members.  
 
When I think about the Church 
Fair, memories flood back to my 
childhood in this church. Run-
ning through the halls with my 
fellow Sunday-schoolers-up the 
stairs, hiding on the stage, help-
ing when we were asked...up 
until now, where I have loved 
the time spent with my parents 
assisting where I could. 

I realize we all have deep-
ly cherished memories of 
this church and the fair. 
We ask that you consider 
where your time and tal-
ents could be put to good 
use. Join us and let’s 
make the 75th Annual 
Church Fair one to re-
member. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy (D’Pulos) Cardy 
Co-Chairperson 
 

 
 

Boutique shop 
This shop is filled with beautiful handmade 
items: aprons, knitted hats and scarfs and 
mittens, plush blankets, pot holders, pillow 
cases, and much, much more. 
 
Attic Treasurers 
It’s time to clean out your closets and 
basements and get rid of those treasurers that 
you just don’t use anymore. Don’t leave those 
lovely items hidden away. Please bring them 
to the church for soneone else to buy. Mark 
them”Attic Treasurers”. 
 
Kids Shop 
We sell items for kids and items that kids can 
purchase for their family members for 
Christmas. Looking for gently used children’s 
books, games, small stuffed animals and 
costume jewelry. 



 

 

In our prayers: 

Danielle Breier 

Debbie Kolusk 

Kevin Hodge 

James Cantrell 

Robert Hatfield 

Sonny Lucas 

Steve Hawley 

Charlene Oliver 

Terry Shenk 

Margaret Harlow 

Faye Poremba 

Kerry Shields 

Ron Hayes 

Nancy Dean 
Shelly Duff & Sean Duff

(Cynthia Gordon’s cousins) 

Home bound members: 

Jim & Marcie Slater 

June Williams 

Danielle Breier 

Janet Provot 

 
Our home bound members 

would love to hear from oth-

er church members. Please 

drop them a line or give them 

a phone call. 
 
 

We would like to keep 
our records up to date, 
so if you have a new ad-
dress, phone number or 
email address, please let 
us know. 
 

Rev. Bob Cooper will be 
in the office Mon-Thur. 
His email address is: 
Revcoop826@yahoo.com 
 

The parsonage phone 
number is: 734-658-
4651. 

Member information 

Office Update 
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Pilgrim Pals is an adult group run by Sam 
Raub and Mary Ann Ellis. The group gets 
together once a month for an activity. 
Here, they stopped at the Dairy Queen 
after playing miniature golf this summer. 
 
 

Pilgrim Pals would like to thank FCC for all 
the fantastic support. The coins in the of-
fering plate provide for all our activities. A 
special thanks to those friends who pro-
vide food for our events, buy special gifts 
for our use and attend our events. 
 
As Joshua says, “Everyone here is so 
good to us, we feel safe here.” 

September Readers 

Sep   4  Joe Nowaske 

Sep  11 Allen Lucas 

Sep  18 Laurie Cole 

Sep  25 Bill May 

 

September Coffee Hour 

Sep   4  Board of CE 

Sep  11  Welcome Back 

Sep  18  Steven Leitner 

Sep  25 Pam Wright &      

            Marsha Remick 

 

Member update 
 

Larry Glinski is home 
now and continuing to 
rehab. 
 

Pat Cantrell had to get 
a pacemaker. She is 
doing well. 
 
Please keep these 
members in your pray-
ers. 
 

 

Also, please keep in 
your prayers: 
Sonny Lucas 
Ray Spidell 
 

Also, Rev. Bob’s ser-
mons are always avail-
able in the narthex on 
the information table. 
 
Copies of the directory 
and the Tower are 
available in the nar-
thex, along with sheets 
to sign up for coffee 
hour or to be a Sunday 
reader. Don’t forget to 
check it out! 
 

 
 

Towers ($30) 

 Oct, Dec 
 

Bulletins ($30)    
 

Flowers ($20)     
 

 

 
Monthly Trustees 

Mary Ann Ellis 

Brenda Armstrong 
 

Pilgrim Pals 
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Congregators 

After having to cancel Congre-
gators for two years because of 
COVID, it was so nice this year 
to be able to get together 
again.  
 

We had a nice gathering in May 
to finish off this season. We will 
resume our meetings again in 
October. 
 

The Programs Committee has 
started lining up a great season 
of entertainment for the 2022-
2023 schedule. Be thinking if 
you know of someone that 

More News 

Football is in the air...must be September! I hope everyone has had a restful summer filled with 
sun and fun. Fall is a busy time at our church so be sure to look ahead at the calendar and plan 
to volunteer where you can! 
 
The annual church fair is quickly approaching so please reach out and jump in where you can. 
It is a wonderful time for fellowship and lots of fun too. Many hands are needed and there are 
lots of opportunities both at home and at the church for you to “bring your light”. 
 
Rev. Bob and Michelle are settling in, and we joyfully look forward to our new faith journey with 
them. We are thankful to Michelle also, for filming the Sunday service and posting it to FCCOW 
Facebook page for us to view from home, when we cant’ be at church. Also, a reminder that the 
sermon is printed and available each Sunday in the narthex.  
 
The Trustees will join the Board of Deacons in moving their monthly meeting to the Second 
Sunday of each month (after church/breakfast/coffee hour) starting in October. Committees will 
discuss individualized meeting times at the General Board meeting in September. 
 
The Restructuring Committee is finalizing additional trial changes of the Boards and Commit-
tees and will be bringing these to the congregation to review/approve soon. Following the pro-
cedures of the church Articles of Association and By-laws, the committee will announce the 
special meeting two consecutive Sundays prior, and copies of the text will be available. As usu-
al , the meeting will follow the regular church service (after coffee hour of course!). Stay tuned 
for this announcement. 
Peace and many blessings, Pam Wright 
 

would like to be a part of our 
programs. Please contact 
Miriam Shurlow or Elaine 
Pittman with that information. 
 

It is nice to have a variety of 
guests, so it is ok to think 
outside the box.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minute with the Moderator 



 

 

NACCC Annual Meeting and Conference 
Wichita, Kansas, June, 2022 

 
This year the 68th Annual Meeting and Conference of the National Association of Congregational 
Christian Churches was  held in Wichita, Kansas, and attended by Rev. Linda Anderson, Interim 
Minister and Elaine Pittman, FCC Delegate. 
 

The first session taught the attendees a way to read scripture in a more meaningful way, followed 
by three speakers on LOVE of God, Neighbor and Self. 
 

We attended three workshops: The Post-Covid Church, How to be a Reconciler and Youth Re-
source Conversations. 
 

The Post-Covid Church emphasized that churches, instead of trying to recreate what once was, 
must now focus on creating something new altogether.  
 

How to be a Reconciler showed how a congregation can develop a foundation that will encour-
age, equip, and empower each of us to grow as ambassadors of reconciliation, not only within 
our own personal lives, but among our congregation, our community, our nation and ultimately 
the world. 
 

The annual conference is always a good way to connect with our sister churches around the 
country. Next year the meeting will be in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. I hope to see other members of 
our church attend with me. 
 

Elaine Pittman 
First Congregational Church Year-Round Delegate 
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Christmas Child Shoe 
Box 
 

Women’s Fellowship is 
sponsoring a new com-
munity project called The 
Shoe Box Project. 
The church is responsi-
ble for filling the shoe 
boxes with particular 

items from a list that 
the organization sug-
gests. Then the boxes 
are sent to the needy.  
You may pick up a 
box in the church of-
fice anytime. The box-
es need to be re-
turned by November 6 

along with a $10 dona-
tion for collection, pro-
cessing, and shipping to 
over 100 countries.  
 

Mathew 19:14 Jesus 
said, Let the little chil-
dren come to me…” 

Early Bible Study 
Our Bible study re-
sumes on Sunday, 
September 18 in the 
staff break area. We 
meet 9:30-10:15 be-
fore church. Will 
begin with the book 
of Revelations and 
alternate weeks with 
our continuation of 
the book of Jonah. 
Hot coffee, tea, and 
goodies are provided. 

Please contact Sherrye 
Bailey if you have any 
questions. All are wel-
come. 
 
Faith that Frees Wom-
en’s Group 
All women of the congre-
gation are invited to join 
our Saturday morning 
Bible study. We meet in 
the parlor from 9:30-
11:00 am each week. 
Hot tea and goodies are 

provided. We will begin 
our study on Saturday, 
September 17 with Heav-
en by Randy Alcorn. 
Book and study guide are 
provided free of charge. 
Please contact Audrey 
Gasdorf or Sherrye Bai-
ley if interested. We hope 
to see you there! 
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Wade Cupps is a new member to First 
Congregational Church as a transfer 
from the First United Methodist Church 
across the street. When asked why he 
decided on First Congregational he re-
plied that it felt like a sister church as 
the two churches always did a lot of 
things together. He has already be-
come involved by being on the By-laws 
Committee, is now on the Board of 
Trustees and the Building and Mainte-
nance Committee. 
 
Wade was born in Hazard, Kentucky, 
moved to Indiana and then Michigan. 
Since his move to Michigan he has al-
ways lived in the Wayne/Westland area 
and graduated from Wayne Memorial 
High School.       
 

 He met his first wife, Naomi, on a blind 
date. He did admit that when he found 
out where she worked he went to 
check her out first. He must have liked 
what he saw because they married and 
raised two sons and a daughter togeth-
er before her passing in 2010. 
 
Wade likes to travel and his favorite   
European city is Rome. He visited Vati-
can City and was especially impressed 
with St. Peter’s Cathedral and the art 
works which are actually mosaics. He 
said the Pantheon was even more im-
pressive to him because of the perfec-
tion of the architecture and the light. 

 
When asked if there was anything    
he wanted people to know about him 
he replied that he feels being a 
member of a church is not a specta-
tor sport. From the beginning of his 
church life he has felt that support 
was an act of commitment with time 
and treasure. We all have God-given 
talents and are to use our skills 
whether as paid or unpaid staff. We 
all have a ministry and it is the 
church’s responsibility to find and 
develop it. 

And of course he threw a coin into 
the Trevi Fountain. While he didn’t 
share his wish, he did remarry last 
year! 
 
He and Carmella, whom he met 
online, will be celebrating their first 
wedding anniversary on September 
11. Carmella has two daughters and 
between Wade and her they have 
eleven grandchildren and five great 
grandchildren. He and Carmella 
would like to do some traveling to 
Charleston, Savannah and St. Au-
gustine. And they are saving for a 
return trip to Rome. Wade is also in-
volve in a project with his grand-
daughter on creating a cookbook of 
family recipes. And he has been tak-
ing Tai Chi for the last twelve years. 
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Church address: 

2 Towne Square St. 
Wayne, MI 

48184 
 

Church phone: 
734-729-7550 

FAX: 
734-729-7576 

Email: 

Fccow.churchoffice@gmail.com 

First Congregational Church of Wayne 
Volume LXXI No. IX 2022 

 

2 Towne Square, Wayne, MI 48184-Office: (734) 729-7550, Fax: (734) 729-7576 
 

Senior Minister  Rev Bob Cooper, Revcoop826@yahoo.com  
Moderator Pam Wright, pamswright16@gmail.com    
Music Director Michelle Good, mgood1@emich.edu 

Office Administrator Linda Beasley, fccow.lindabeasley@gmail.com 
Financial Secretary Judy Zajac,  fccow.judyzajac@gmail.com 

                    Church email, fccow.churchoffice@gmail.com                                                    
Church website www.fccow.com              Tower Editor, Linda Beasley 

10:30 a.m. Worship/Nursery, 10:45 a.m. Sunday School (Children 
are with parents until they go to Sunday School), 11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour in the Parlor 

FIRST 

CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH OF WAYNE 

We are on the web. 
Fccow.com 

Faith is the beacon that   

reflects the power of God. 

 

God is the power that   

creates the miracle of love. 

 

         -William Arthur Ward 

 

 

 

 

Love is the spark that 

kindles the fire of com-

passion. 

 

Compassion is the fire 

that flames the candle of 

service. 

 

Service is the candle that 

ignites the torch of hope. 

 

Hope is the torch that 

lights the beacon of faith. 

It only takes a spark 

mailto:mgood1@emich.edu
mailto:fccow.lindabeasley@gmail.com
mailto:fccow.judyzajac@gmail.com
mailto:fccow.churchoffice@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 Labor 

     Day 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 

Welcome 

Back Sun. 

 

 

12 13 Archives 

         9:30 am 

 

Board Meet-

ing-6:00 pm 

14  

 
   Golf 

Tournament 

  11:00 am 

15 16 17 Faith 

that Frees 

Women’s 

Group-9:30 am 

18 Bible 

Study-9:30  

19 20 21 
Women’s 

Fellowship 

1:00 pm 

22 23 24 FTF 

Women’s 

Group-9:30 am 

 
 

Pilgrim Pals 

Movie Night 

25 Bible 

Study-9:30 

26 

 

 
Quilt Guild 

27 28 29 

 

 

30  

September 2022 

  Rummage/Bake Sale 


