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November is one of my favorite times
of the year. The change of the seasons
is well underway at this point, with
much of the leaves having left the trees, the days much shorter than just a few
weeks ago, the temperatures getter cooler and the impending winter winds beginning to gain momentum. Our evening meals become hot and hearty, the
soups and chilis making their return, the smell of baked treats emanating from
dormant ovens. Sweaters and hats are brought out of storage and we realize
that we need to replace our winter boots and get a new shovel before the
snows of December arrive. Change isn’t just in the air; it’s here, making its
presence recognized clearly and with aggressive exhilaration. Here in Michigan,
this month reminds us of the Edmund Fitzgerald and the “gales of November”
on Lake Superior. It’s our annual moment that reminds us to “get ready” for
what’s coming, to prepare for a long winter and to begin our focus on the upcoming holiday season and giving thanks for all that we have.
Ah yes, giving thanks. There’s that particular Thursday holiday that demands
that all of us follow the directive embedded in its name: Thanksgiving. Our
American holiday traditions reach back to as early as 1619 in Virginia and the
most famous celebration in 1621 in Plymouth, Ma with the Pilgrims. Abraham
Lincoln declared a nationwide celebration of Thanksgiving in 1863 for the final
Thursday in November during the Civil War, calling on the American People,
“with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience...fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty and to heal the wounds of the nation…”. In
the 1930’s, Thanksgiving was moved around a bit from the last Thursday to the
next-to-the last Thursday and back, causing a bit of confusion but still allowing
the people to pause and reflect on the blessings in their lives. Since 1942, we
have collectively celebrated Thanksgiving on the last Thursday of November. It
is a holiday full of tradition: a gathering of family and friends around a table full
of sumptuous food, drinks and desserts, the annual Detroit Lions football game,
continued on page 10
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Board of Christian Education
The Board of
Christian Education has been
working sorting,
cleaning and organizing all cupboards and
disposing of outdated materials and old supplies for the
past few months. The work is
finished and everything is
well organized.

Heritage Sunday
Heritage Sunday is November 20th and we will celebrate this special church holiday with a Forefather’s
Breakfast sponsored by the
Board of Christian Education
and prepared by Larry
Shields. (Note: this breakfast is moved from Nov.13 to
Nov. 20) Come and learn
more about this history of
our church, have a delicious

breakfast and socialize
with your church family.
Following breakfast we
will be moving food from
the chapel to Fellowship
Hall for the Thanksgiving
baskets. Hoping you can
help with this project to
help our community families have a wonderful
Thanksgiving.
Darlene Hawley
Board of Christian Education Chairman

Board of Trustees
Report from the meeting of October 16,
2022
⚫ Accepted the
minutes from the September meeting.
 Reviewed financial
statements.
⚫ Approved Christian
Service collection for
Hurricane Relief for

Hurricanes Ian and
Fiona.
⚫ Accepted participation in “Light Up the
Night” in the City of
Wayne.
Submitted,
Mary Ann Ellis,
Secretary

The best thing
about the
future
is that it comes
only one day at a
time.
~Abraham Lincoln~

Christian Service Committee-November Care & Share
“And God is able
to bless you abundantly, so that in
all things at all
times, having all
that you need,
you will abound in
every good
work.”
2 Corinthians 9:8

Care & Share for
November goes to
“Women’s Fellowship
Holiday Baskets”.
There are 100 baskets
(sometimes more) given to the area needy
for both Thanksgiving
and Christmas. Your
contributions will go to
purchase all the food
supplies needed to fill
the baskets.
If you are not familiar

with this project, our
church seeks names
of 100 needy families from the Elementary and Middle
Schools in the
Wayne-Westland
School district.
Pease give with a
generous
heart.

We are collecting for
Hurricane Ian and Hurricane Fiona Relief
through One Great
Hour of Sharing,
NACCC. If you would
like to donate, you can
give cash or check; if a
check, make it out to
First Congregational
Church. We will collect
until November 20.
Thank you.
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Deacons
The Deacon’s sponsor the Sunshine Cards that are mailed out
from church. The Deacons feel
this is an important way to connect to our church family, and
are most grateful to Cynthia Gordon for her commitment to writing and mailing these cards to
our members. Costs for the
cards and postage keep going
up. As our Board attempts to
keep within a reasonable budget
with this outreach, we are asking
for donations you might give.
Our greatest need is for GET
WELL and SYMPATHY cards,
but as we consider expanding to
acknowledging other special occasions, other cards would be
desired as well. You can bring
them to the office, or give them
to one of the Deacons.
We are looking ahead to a
Christmas Eve Service. So
much has changed over the last
few years for most of us, and the
Deacons are looking for feedback on the Christmas Eve Service. There was enough differing
conversation among the group
regarding the service, we felt we
needed to hear from all of you.

Some of us said we like the
traditional Christmas Eve Service at 11:00 pm, but we don’t
want to be out that late anymore. Some felt an earlier service would allow us to be
home before we were too tired,
while others felt the service
would interfere with dinner
plans. Please take a few
minutes to think about the
choices given to you and give
us as much information as you
possible can. Maybe think of
your vote as if you were making a reservation! We are asking for you to sign you name
so we might use the demographic in planning other
church activities.
When filling out the survey,
please fill it out for YOU or
YOUR FAMILY only. For example, if you check-Option 1:
If you choose the 7:00 pm service, are you saying you think
this is the best choice for your
family for this year, AND that
you will be attending this year,
or are you saying that 7:00 pm
is the best time for you or your
family in general, but that you

Friday, December 2
We are going to participate in “Light Up the
Night” Christmas Tree
lighting sponsored by the
City of Wayne.
As in the past, the city
square will be all a bustle
with festivities. Our part
in the celebration will be
to have carolers moving
about the square. If you
would like to be one of
those carolers, plan to
attend. It will be lots of
fun.

will not be able to attend this
year. Giving us feedback in
the comments would be most
helpful in our planning.
_____________
We are going to offer AED
training for anyone interested.
For more information on this,
see page 6.
Marsha Remick
Deacon Chair

November Birthdays
2
2
4
9
11
11
11
11
11
12
12
13
16
19
21
21

Ted D’Pulos
Steve Radley
Liza Jane Throne
Shane Husted
Doug Good
David Husted
Margo Horzelski
Shelby Seymour
Jeff Harlow
Susan Hatfield
Jeff Frantjeskos
Ashley Hoops
Shelly Gunther
Chase Glover
Jacquie Hallinan
Margaret Harlow

22
24
25
26
28
29
30

Dina Barber
Jacob Quattro
Deborah Kolusk
Madison Ramus
Kerri Wensko
Bill May
Jim Barber

I can do things
you cannot,
you can do things
I cannot;
together we can do
Great things.
~Mother Teresa~
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Women’s Fellowship
Rummage Sale Update:

Thank you, thank you,
thank you, to everyone who helped out in any way. Our
net profit from the rummage sale is
$4,100.00. We simply could not have
done this without all of you. Thank
you to all the bakers as well; the
bake sale also showed a very nice
profit.

Church Fair

The 75th Annual Church Fair will
take place on Friday, November 4,
9:00 am-7:00 pm and Saturday,
November 5, 9:00 am-3:00 pm.
The tried-and-true traditions of our
homemade candy booth, quilt raffle,
attic treasures, our boutique and
country store, along with specialties
and the kid’s shop will continue to be

featured. New this year is the
presence of outside vendors and
their homemade crafts along
with the time honored crafts created by our members.
Our cafeteria is back! We will
resume selling ready-to-eat
meals in carry-out containers.
We have limited seating for
those that wish to eat while they
shop. Our menu will include favorites such as...Vegetable Beef
Soup, Chicken Salad Sandwiches, Sloopy Joes and Maurice
Salads. Dinner this year will be a
heaping helping of Mostaccioli
and Garlic Bread.
If you would like to help prepare
food for the fair or help in the
kitchen, please sign up.

fer carry-out meals. Help
us prepare the food prior
to the Fair. Help in the
kitchen the day of the Fair.
Tell everyone you know a
raffle ticket. Donate baked
goods. Donate homemade
candy. Donate treasures,
toys, books and more.
Help us set up and tear
down.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathy (D’Pulos) Cardy
Suzanne Smith
Chairpersons

Tell all your friends and family
about our Fair. Tell them we of-

Church Fair Booths “Old Fashion Country Fair”
Blue Jean Sunday
Get comfortable in your jeans and give us a
hand. Blue Jean Sunday is October 30 following
service. A light lunch is provided to say thanks.
Candy Booth
Put your candy making skills to good use and
bring in your scrumptious candy. Donations are
accepted before and at any time during the Fair.
The Country Store and Kitchen
This year, all baked goods will be sold at the
Country Store. We are asking that all you
bakers make your baked goods and donate
them to the Fair. Packaging them for individual
sale will be appreciated.
Boutique shop
There is no better place to Christmas shop then
in our Boutique-handmade items that will last
generations.

Attic Treasurers
Donations are being accepted for Attic
Treasures. Bring in your old books and
hosehold items. Donaltins are accepted until
the day of the Fair. Mark them”Attic
Treasurers”.
Kids Shop
Our motto? A place for kids to shop and a
place to shop for kids. Gently used toys,
books, puzzles, costume jewelry, mugs,
canldes and other fun things are always
welcome. If you would like to donate items to
this booth, please bring them to church by
Monday, October 24 and label the items “Kids
Shop”.
Tear Down
All hands on deck! We need your help in dismantling the Parlor and Narthex at 3:00 pm on
Saturday, November 5. It is critical we have
the church ready for Sunday service. Thank
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Member information
In our prayers:
Danielle Breier
Debbie Kolusk
Kevin Hodge
James Cantrell
Robert Hatfield
Sonny Lucas
Steve Hawley
Terry Shenk
Margaret Harlow
Faye Poremba
Kerry Shields
Ron Hayes
Nancy Dean
Shelly Duff & Sean Duff

Home bound members:
Jim & Marcie Slater
June Williams
Danielle Breier
Janet Provot
Our home bound members
would love to hear from other church members. Please
drop them a line or give them
a phone call.

(Cynthia Gordon’s cousins)

Member update
Charlene Oliver
passed away on October 15, 2022.
Edna Pomerantz has
been moved to Fountain Bleu Rehab Center in Livonia. She is
making improvements.
Please keep the Oliver
family and Edna in
your prayers.

Office Update
We would like to keep
our records up to date,
so if you have a new address, phone number or
email address, please let
us know.
Rev. Bob Cooper will be
in the office Mon-Thur.
His email address is:
Revcoop826@yahoo.com

The parsonage phone
number is: 734-6584651.

Also, Rev. Bob’s sermons are always available in the narthex on
the information table.
Copies of the directory
and the Tower are
available in the narthex, along with sheets
to sign up for coffee
hour or to be a Sunday
reader. Don’t forget to
check it out!

Thanksgiving Food Baskets
Non-perishable items will be sorted after
the Forefathers Breakfast on November
20. Baskets will be packed on Monday,
November 21 at 6:30 pm and delivered to
the Wayne-Westland Schools starting at
9:00 am on Tuesday, November 22.
Our church seeks names of 100 needy
families from the Elementary and Middle
Schools in the Wayne-Westland School
district. These families receive a basket of
non-perishable items as well as a gift card
to purchase their meat of choice.
As in the past, we will need lots of help
with this project. This is a wonderful family

Also, please keep in
your prayers:
Sonny Lucas
Ray Spidell

Towers ($30)
Dec
Bulletins ($30)

November Readers
Nov 6 Joe Nowaske
Nov 13 Steven Leitner
Nov 20 Laurie Cole
Nov 27

Flowers ($20)

The November
Tower is supported
by Doris Arthur in
memory of Murray.
Monthly Trustees
Mary Ann Ellis
Wade Cupps

November Coffee Hour
Nov 6 Board of C.E.
Nov 13
Nov 20 Forefathers
Breakfast
Nov 27

project so bring along your family
members. Those who have vans,
SUVs or trucks would be very welcomed as more room is needed to
transport the food boxes.
If you have never participated in
this project, make it your first time.
For many, this is their favorite
project!
Put it on your calendar.
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More News
Congregators

We will gather on Friday, November 18 at 6:30 pm for an
evening of food and fun. We
will get started with a potluck
dinner, have a short business
meeting, and then be entertained by a wonderful duet presented by Michelle Good on
harp and Justin Hatt on guitar.

Bring a dish to pass and your
own place setting. The main
course will be provided and
prepared by Larry Shields.
Please join us.

AED Training

Did you know we have two
AED (automated external defibrillator) machines in our building?
We would like to have as many
people as possible know how to
use these machines in the
event of an emergency. We
would like to extend an invitation for you to learn how to use
these machines properly. We
invite you to attend an AED
training on Friday, November
18 ant 10:00 am in the church.
We will have a sign up sheet
when the time grows closer.

There is no cost to
this training and we
want as many people
trained as are willing.
Sponsored by the
Board of Deacons.

Minute with the Moderator-Nov, 2022
As I write this I’m full of gratitude and joy that so many friends could join us in our celebration
service of the Installation of Rev. Bob Cooper on Oct 23. We pray we can enjoy the many
blessings he and Michelle will surely bring to our congregation and the wider community as we
move forward in the days to come. God is Good!
The annual church fair is coming up quickly! Please join in this fellowship by offering your talents where needed. Everyone can do something to help us make the fair successful and fun!
Sign up sheets are in the narthex BUT if you can't commit-just show up to help and I’m sure it
will be welcomed! Don’t forget to SHOP.
Heritage Sunday will be a flurry of activity as we celebrate Thanksgiving and our Congregational history with a Forefathers Breakfast and short program. This is also the day we begin our
largest community outreach program commencing with Thanksgiving Food Baskets for those
facing food insecurity in our area schools. After the Heritage program, we ask all those available to stay and assist in bringing out the bags of canned goods and donated foods to sort and
count. This is to prepare for the packing and distribution of the baskets on the Monday and
Tuesday before Thanksgiving.
Details on dates and times to volunteer are explained on page 5. This is a wonderful fellowship
activity for families and friends, and a great way to share Gods abundance given to each of us.
Blessings and Peace,
Pam Wright
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It’s Time to Order Your
Christmas Poinsettia
2022

The beautiful poinsettias will decorate our Sanctuary on December 4th, 11th and 18th
and the Christmas Eve service. Poinsettias may be taken following the candlelight
service. Flowers may be ordered in honor of or memory of a loved one. Orders will
be taken until November 11. The cost this year will be $14.00.
From:_______________________________________________________

In memory of:_________________________________________________
In Honor of:___________________________________________________

Red

Pink

White

Please circle the color of your choice.
If you don’t make a choice, a RED poinsettia will be ordered.
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If you see a tall, gray-haired man
with a smiling face and ready laugh
helping at rummage sales, ushering
at collection on Sunday and helping
to get the sanctuary ready for services and events, it’s probably Allen
Lucas. In addition to those duties
Allen has also served on the Board
of Trustees and the Board of Deacons.
Allen was born in Detroit but grew
up in Wayne and graduated from
Wayne Memorial High School
in1965. He was one of five children
and you may know his sister, Darlene Hawley and brother Darrell
(Sonny), also members of First
Congregational Church. Following
graduation he joined the Marines
and was in Viet Nam in 1968-69.
When he was discharged he moved
to McLean, Virginia where his older
sister Barb and her husband were
living and his brother Sonny was also there. He worked for General
Electric for eleven years and then
for a couple of government agencies, ISTI and then with General
Council for Acumen Solutions. Between those jobs he and his brother
Sonny and his sister Barb owned

several Mexican Restaurants in
Arlington. He lived in Virginia for
42-43 years and really liked it.
But when he retired in 2013 he
thought it might be time to move
back to Wayne to be closer to
other family members and his
roots. Another consideration
was his brother Sonny was retiring and moving back all about
the same time.

Allen enjoys watching sports although he says he’s never been
a big participator himself. He
does play golf and meets some
friends from Virginia twice a year
for a weekend of golf in Fayette,
Pennsylvania, and Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina. He said
he will never be as good as his
brother-in-law Bill though. He also enjoys country music, especially the older variety and likes
to cook. He didn’t share many
recipes though. But what Allen
enjoys most is his family and
being a part of their lives.
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Thanksgiving and Christmas
Holiday Offerings
2022

Dear Church Family:
The holiday season is fast approaching, and we will soon be celebrating
the many blessings we enjoy with our families and friends; however, we realize
that there are many families in need during this time.
To help those families, won’t you please consider making a special
contribution? You may use your holiday envelopes marked Thanksgiving
Offering and Christmas Offering, which are in your regular offering box, or you
may use an offering envelope located in the back of the pew and designate
Women’s Fellowship Holiday Offering.
Checks may be made payable to: First Congregational Church, with a
notation Holiday Food Baskets or Holiday Offerings.
The holiday season will be much brighter for many area families because of
your generosity.
We wish you God’s richest designs this holiday season.
The Christian Service Committee
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continued from page 1

parades around the country with large inflatable characters and marching bands, all signifying the unofficial start to the Christmas shopping season. As we gather to enjoy a feast of
roast turkey and stuffing, many families will use
the opportunity to share personal thoughts of
gratitude around the table. Many will toast to
the blessings of the year and offer hope for the
future. We laugh with each other and reminisce
about those who no longer grace us with their
presence. It is a time of family, of faith, of appreciation. Even if our personal history paints a
picture of the holiday less festive than the
Norman Rockwell version we’ve described
here, there’s no denying the collective national
recognition that we should count our blessings
and be thankful for what we have, regardless
of what we have.
But then we turn on the news and our
thoughts of thankfulness are tempered by the
reality of the world we live in. War atrocities in
Ukraine, devastation in Puerto Rico and Florida from the aftermath of hurricane Ian, the ongoing struggle for justice after an armed insurrection against our very democratic way of life,
the looming burden of inflation and economic
uncertainty, issues that weigh down our minds
and collective spirit. Thanksgiving? How can
we celebrate Thanksgiving with all the suffering surrounding us? It sometimes seems a bit
forced to be thankful with these troubles, not to
mention the personal struggles that we all have
to deal with. How can we make Thanksgiving
something real and meaningful, instead of
forced and disingenuous?
I’m reminded of a New Testament passage
that can offer us some direction in times of
trouble and doubt. Paul’s letter to the church in
Philippi was directed to a group of believers
that were badly persecuted in their society and
suffering greatly because of their faith. From
the outside looking in, it would be logical to see
these believers in terms of trauma and trouble
and stress and sadness. But Paul steers the
conversation to a focus on the joy of the Lord
and on his goodness.

Philippians 4:4-9 “Always be full of joy in
the Lord. I say it again-rejoice! Let everyone
see that you are considerate in all you do.
Remember, the Lord is coming soon. Don’t
worry about anything; instead, pray about
everything. Tell God what you need, and
thank him for all he has done. Then you will
experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will
guard your hearts and minds as you live in
Christ Jesus. And now, dear brothers and
sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on
what is true, and honorable, and right, and
pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about
things that are excellent and worthy of
praise. Keep putting into practice all you
learned and received from me-everything
you heard from me and saw me doing. Then
the God of peace will be with you.”
The remedy to being overwhelmed by the
pain of life is to live a life of PRAYER. No, we
can’t remove the trials of life from our path,
but we CAN go to God in prayer and expect
a response from our Father. He encourages
us to tell Him what we need. He tells us to
come to Him in our dark moments. He instructs us where to focus our thoughts and
affections. And He provides us overwhelming
PEACE in the middle of our difficulties. It’s
not about ignoring or forgetting the issues of
this world and our lives, but rather changing
our focus to God’s provision and protection.
He promises us that even though we face
mountainous challenges, He will be with us,
providing peace and strength when we need
it the most. It’s a promise worth holding on-to
and sharing with the world around us. Regardless of your current circumstances in life,
God can be relied on to keep His promise of
providing extraordinary peace of mind in the
most extraordinary moments of life. Our responsibility is to believe that what He says is
true and act upon that belief by placing our
trust in Him.
Happy Thanksgiving to you and your loved
ones. Michelle and I pray for a season of
hope and peace to be on all of you, as you
trust in God’s grace for all things.
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The journey begins at Advent
When Advent begins on November 27 this year, so does a
new church year for liturgical
congregations. The church seasons, which correspond to key
events in Jesus’ life, begin with
the four-week Advent period of
preparation for our coming Savior at Christmas.
After the 12-day season of
Christmas is Epiphany, which
begins January 6 and continues
through Ash Wednesday, the
beginning of Lent. That period
of preparation culminates in Holy Week, and then Easter marks
the pinnacle of every church
year.

Forty days after the Resurrection we celebrate Ascension,
and 10 days after that, the
Pentecost season begins; it
lasts until Advent, when the
cycle begins again.
“Like a great waterwheel,”
writes Joan Chittister, “the
liturgical year goes on relentlessly irrigating our souls, softening the ground of our
hearts, nourishing the soil of
our lives until the seed of the
Word of God itself begins to
grow in us, comes to fruit in
us, ripens in us the spiritual
journey of a lifetime.”
Newsletter,newsletter 2020
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November 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thu

3

Fri

4

Sat

5
Church Fair

6 Bible

7

Study-9:30 am

8 Archives 9

13 Bible

14

Study-9:30 am

Cabinet
Meeting
1:00 pm

20 Bible

21

22

Study-9:30

Pack food
baskets6:30 pm

Deliver the
food baskets
9:00 am

15

28

29

Study-9:30 am
First Sunday
of Advent

Quilt Guild

12 Faith that
Frees Women’s
Group-9:30 am

16

17

23

18

19 Faith that

Frees Women’s
Congregators- Group-9:30 am
6:30 pm

Women’s
Fellowship
1:00 pm

24

25

26 Faith that
Frees Women’s
Group-9:30 am

Deacons-11:45

27 Bible

11

Meeting9:30 am

Trustees-11:45

Forefathers
Breakfast

10

30

